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The mission of Salem Covenant Church
is to inspire and equip all generations to …
Connect with God, one another,
and God’s good purposes in the world;
Grow in love, maturity, and fruitfulness
as the people they were created to be; and
Go to celebrate and share the love of God
in ministry, mission, and life.
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Salem Covenant Church
Annual Meeting
Tuesday, July 22, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Karla Walker, Church Chair

Adoption of Agenda
Opening Song
Opening Thoughts and Prayer

#603 Christ Be My Leader
Karla Walker

Approve Minutes of 2021 Semiannual Meeting
New Business
Ministry Reflections
Capital Compaign and Building Committee Update
Livestreaming MInistry
Financials
Financial Report
Fiscal 2021-2022 Budget
Election of Leadership Team/Nominating Committee Members
Closing Song
Closing Prayer

#578 Thank You, God, for Sisters, Brothers
Pastor Alice Johnson
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Salem Covenant Church

SEMIANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
January 28, 2021

The mission of Salem Covenant Church is to inspire and equip all generations to:
CONNECT ● GROW ● GO
The Salem Covenant Church 2021 Semiannual Meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Meeting
notification and ballots were emailed to all members and friends and posted on the Salem website on January 18, 2021.
Members and friends who are not typically connected electronically were called with information about the meeting. The
Semiannual Report was made available online and paper copies could be requested. Electronic ballots were due by noon
on January 27, 2021. A video was prepared in order to share outcomes of business items and ministry updates.
Opening:
Pastor Mark Pattie opened with prayer and a message about our response to challenges. Challenges can bring us closer
together, or they can drive us apart. Jesus reminded his disciples prior to his crucifixion, “I have told you these things,
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John
16:33) It is vitally important that we stay together in Christ, to best weather the challenges of this time. Let’s keep working
together, encouraging each other, staying together in Christ.
Church Business Items:
Karla Walker shared the outcomes of church business votes that were conducted by electronic ballots. A total of 65 ballots
were collected from voting members.
Adoption of Special Rule:
Motion to adopt the following special rule for the 2021 Semiannual Meeting: Given current precautions against large
in-person gatherings, congregational member votes will be assessed via electronic ballots in lieu of an in-person meeting,
understanding that this limits the opportunity for discussion. Motion carries.
Approve Minutes of 2020 Annual Meeting:
Motion to delegate responsibility for approving the Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting to the Leadership Team. Motion
carries. Draft minutes are available in the 2021 Semiannual Report.
Approval of Delegates to Evangelical Covenant Church and Northwest Conference Annual Meetings:
Motion to delegate responsibility for approving delegates to the Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting and
Northwest Conference Annual Meeting to the Leadership Team. Motion carries.
Acceptance of New Members:
Motion to accept the following individuals into membership of Salem Covenant Church: Joan Petersen, Mike Petersen,
Cheri Samu, Steve Samu, and Linda Wiens. Motion carries.
Treasurer’s Report:
The Treasurer’s Report was included in the Semiannual Report.
Year-to-date (YTD) income is $801,000 which was $56,000 below our budgeted income YTD of $857,000, about 7%. This
level of giving is behind last year’s giving YTD by $83,000, about 9%. Expenses YTD are $749,000 compared to budgeted
expenses of $836,000, an favorable variance of $87,000. The majority of the favorable variance is found in Salaries and
Benefits, Properties, Connecting Ministries, and Children and Family Ministries. YTD income exceeds expenditures resulting
in a net income of $52,000, a $31,000 favorable variance to the budgeted net income of $21,000 YTD.
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Ministry Highlights:
Nichelle Kaul and the Stewardship Team shared the outcomes of the 50/50 Giving Initiative that was launched in
November to celebrate 50 years in our current building and to grow into the next 50 years and beyond. A second goal of
the initiative was to make an impact on our community, region, and world. Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, Covenant Pines Bible
Camp, and Covenant World Relief were the ministry partners selected to receive 50% of the amount raised. The remaining
50% will be used for a much needed upgrade to Salem’s lower-level bathrooms.
The response was overwhelming, raising over $159,000! Checks for $26,560 have gone to each ministry partner, and plans
for the bathroom remodel are under way.
Pastor Mark closed in prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Karla Walker
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LEADERSHIP TEAM (LT)
KARLA WALKER, CHAIRPERSON
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:2

First of all, thank you, friends, for your continued support and encouragement of the Leadership Team. We covet your
prayers as we seek to ably represent you and to follow God’s will for our congregation.
The 2020-2021 Church Year has been one like no other. As I wrote this report last year, we were faced with the challenges
(and opportunities) posed by the mounting Covid pandemic. What a blessing it is, twelve months later, to be consumed
with reconnecting and rebuilding relationships as we celebrate the waning of the pandemic and the lifting of restrictions
that kept us physically apart. Thank you, Salem, for your patience, your flexibility, and creativity in staying connected,
your demonstration of love for our neighbors, and always, your reliance on God during trying times. Salem has truly been
blessed by its members and friends!
Other Church Business Highlights:
• Throughout the year, the Leadership Team reviewed financial reports and heard pastoral updates from Pastors Mark
and Alice.
• Pastor Mark regularly reported on progress of his professional goals for the year; the Leadership Team completed his
annual performance review.
• The Leadership Team approved the addition of a permanent, part-time Multimedia Director position to support our
livestreaming ministry.
• The Leadership Team and Staff participated in a Saturday morning retreat to explore and solidify our post-Covid
ministry priorities of reconnecting and rebuilding relationships.
• The Leadership Team celebrated Confirmation with 17 students.
• The Team approved a newly-formed Love Mercy Do Justice Ministry Team, chaired by Joanna Klein.
• The Team supported Pastor Mark in planning a well-deserved sabbatical as he celebrates fourteen years at Salem.
• The Leadership Team reviewed vision updates from all Ministry Teams.
• The Leadership Team regularly prayed for the praises, needs, and concerns of our congregation.
• The Leadership Team bid farewell to Erica Crone and Karla Walker, who faithfully completed their terms of service.
Thank you, members and friends, for your generous, ongoing support of Salem as we navigate our blessings and our
challenges together.
In closing, we want to thank our pastoral staff for their able leadership and shepherding of this congregation. A special
expression of appreciation is extended to Erica Crone and Karla Walker—thank you for your faithfulness to God’s call to
leadership. Thank you, also, to all of Salem’s staff members and many volunteers for serving so well the Leadership Team,
the congregation, and those beyond our doors.
Grace to you, and peace…
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Leadership Team Members:
Erica Crone, Recording Secretary 					
Laura Mortenson
Matt Gill								Rev. Mark Pattie
Rev. Alice Johnson							Karla Walker, Chairperson
Tom Johnson							Kent Whitworth
Bryan Ljung, Vice Chair, Corporate Secretary and Financial Liaison								
																

Connect Grow Go
Fall Kickoff
Connecting Ministries Team employed creativity to make the
return to church a good one during a pandemic! Each person
attending that morning received a “Welcome Back” bag with
a Salem mask, treats, and information for fall and a sociallydistanced smile and wave. While this was unlike our usual
Fall Kickoff event, Connecting Ministries was excited to be
at church and loved helping welcome everyone back.

Livestream Ministry
This past year, Salem made a significant and
necessary jump into the livestreaming of worship
services. This jump included purchasing and
installing equipment, hiring of a Multimedia
Director, and recruiting and training additional
volunteers. Through this endeavor, we have
been able to keep our entire congregation in
touch with regular, weekly worship services,
even during times of social distancing, as well
as beginning to reach out to an entirely new
audience through a new medium. Our online
services are regular parts of Sunday morning
at several care centers and are also reaching
people throughout the country and around
the world.
Salem has a beautiful legacy of amazing worship.
The same dedication that we have always had
to worship now encompasses livestreaming as
well. Even as social distancing requirements
are easing up, the value of livestreaming is still
just as important for outreach and for keeping
connected those who are not able to join us
physically.

The Spiritual Formation Team invited Salem Covenant Church
to participate in our Worship +1 Challenge! Over 8 weeks in
January and February, we invited our community to not only
participate in our weekly worship services but to also engage
in one more activity each week. The Spiritual Formation
Team developed a variety of opportunities that anyone could
participate in virtually or safely in-person. Salem offered
one-time commitment activities or more regular, on-going
commitments.

Thrive Ministry
In the last year, our Thrive Ministry shifted
from serving families at church to serving
families at home. We created series of
short videos to support families as they
transitioned to distance learning. They
addressed the importance of implementing routines, being deliberate about taking
breaks, how to structure a learning
environment for success, and the impact
visuals can have with children. Additionally,
we provided tip sheets and resources to help equip parents as they
encountered and navigated difficulties that surfaced as a result. Parents
reached out for advice and support regarding learning and behavioral
challenges they encountered at home, that were possibly missed in the
school setting. We also made home visits to deliver care packages with
sensory activities and other fun things for families in our ministry.

LMDJ Initiative to Ministry Team
It has always been a goal of Salem Covenant Church to resource and equip its congregation
to love, serve, and work together with marginalized and vulnerable people in our
community. During the past year, however, we recommitted to doing this important service work while continuing to learn
about and respond to issues of the day with compassion and justice.
We started the Love Mercy. Do Justice (LMDJ) initiative by hosting a monthly book discussion that exposed and challenged
us to interact with a variety of “issues of the day.” These topics included anti-racism, Native American culture and history,
Black American theology, disabilities, refugees, Hmong culture, environmental justice, and anti-human trafficking. Given
the consistent engagement around these topics and the desire to keep learning, growing, and doing, LMDJ went from an
initiative to a full-fledged ministry team. LMDJ hosted its first team meeting in May and will focus on four key areas this
next year, which are: poverty, racial righteousness, immigration and refugees, and environmental justice.

9

Connect

with God, one another, and God’s good purposes in the world

Go

to celebrate and share the love of God

Worship at Salem
Traditional Worship
Since March 2020, it has been a time of change, challenge,
and adaptation for music in the church. All musical
ensembles were halted with the introduction of COVID into
our lives.
Beginning in June 2020, we were able to use a vocal quartet,
masked and socially-distanced, to record the hymns.
Throughout the summer, we were able to record anthems
with various soloists and small instrumental groups which
could be inserted into the service recordings. Cindy
continued to record the organ preludes and postludes for
the worship services.
In July and August 2020, we were excited to hold two
outdoor services with a vocal quartet and brass ensemble.
We were finally able to make some music together!
in the Sanctuary. We were able to then record several
choral anthems which we have been using in the
services throughout the spring and summer. The
Hallelujah Chorus was recorded for our Easter services!
Throughout the spring and summer of 2021, we have
been rotating four vocal quartets to lead the hymns
each Sunday and we have been able to re-introduce
live soloists and small instrumental ensembles into
the worship services to present anthems.
We are looking forward to a more normal fall when all
of the musical ensembles can re-gather to begin making
music again for the glory of God! I am deeply grateful to
the hymn vocalists, soloists, and instrumentalists who
have recorded or presented live music throughout the
past year. Thanks be to God for His faithfulness
throughout the past year.
It was also exciting when we were able to open the doors
in September to a live congregation with the vocal quartet
singing the hymns, masked and socially-distanced, and
the organ leading a congregation of hummers! As the
technology advanced and became more user-friendly, Jon
Veenker was able to instruct the Sanctuary Choir in singing
together virtually and four virtual anthems were produced
for use in the worship services.
When the vaccines were introduced, the Sanctuary Choir
was able to rehearse together for a limited amount of time
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in ministry, mission, and life

Grow

in love, maturity, and fruitfulness as the people they were created to be

Contemporary Worship
The challenges to worship that COVID presented did not
stop the Salem Worship Team, under Norm Blagman’s
strong leadership, from helping to create an experience
that allowed many worshippers at church and at home
to be apart of a vibrant service.
The worship team led us in a Contemporary Worship
service last July in the parking lot on the back of a flatbed
truck donated by one of Salem’s members. It was the first
in-person meeting since the pandemic began and was
met with the joyful honks of many participants.
Whether in-person or online, a wide variety of contemporary music, from folk to gospel to Hillsong-style worship
music, has been offered at such a high level of excellence
that it continued to draw people to use the songs not to
just sit back and be spectators, but rather as a platform
for offering a sacrifice of praise of God. The musicians,
through a series of vocal solos and instrumental riffs,
offered their own worship in gifted expressions of their
talents. Many thanks to the team and the congregation
who made our contemporary worship experience a
wonderful time of giving praise to God in the language of
popular music.

Special Worship Services
It was so encouraging to continue to celebrate the Christian
holidays though special services like our Thanksgiving
Eve Service, Christmas Eve Services, and Ash Wednesday
Service. We were also able to celebrate all of the Holy Week
Services, allowing us to experience Easter powerfully.
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Children & Family Ministry
During the last year, ministry has looked SO different.
While we have had many different opportunities to be
together and to connect online, we wanted to make
sure to highlight a few resources and opportunities that
Children and Family Ministry provided throughout this
year.
• Online Children’s Worship on Sunday Mornings
• In This Together connection nights.
• Family Fitness Hour (provided by CFM and Sports
Ministry)
• Christmas Card Connection
• Online Advent Calendar
• What’s Not Working online parenting seminar
• Sledding at Keyes Park
• Hiking for Hearts Event
• And more …
We are grateful for the resources and support that we
were able to provide to our families and our community
over this last year. We look forward with joy and
expectation as we enter into a new year of ministry
within Salem Covenant Children and Family Ministry.

AWANA
This year, we started AWANA off with a bang as we
celebrated our students successes of the previous year
and handed out supplies for the 2020-21 school year.
An outdoor walk-through celebration was a great way
to welcome our students back into ministry for the
new year. During this school year, students continued
to meet online on Sunday nights as well as spending
extra time working together on verses at home with
their families. Our Sunday night Zoom gatherings were
a highlight for our staff as we shared a lesson together
and then split out into small groups. We ended the
year with an outdoor in-person celebration to rejoice
with our students and congratulate them on all of their
memorization and growth over the year.
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Salem Preschool
Masks, social distancing (as much as were able to do
with preschoolers!), hand washing, sanitizing toys and
equipment, and having cohorts of ten or less were all
part of Salem Preschool’s program this year. However,
despite all the challenges COVID-19 presented, God
blessed us with a wonderful year! Our 57 students were
given the opportunity to learn and socialize with their
peers in a classroom setting. Many adaptations and
adjustments were made in order to follow the COVID-19
guidelines set forth by the Minnesota Department of
Health and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.
The preschool staff and our preschool families followed
these guidelines carefully, resulting in no COVID issues
during the school year!
Preschool opened at the beginning of October with
in-person learning. As the COVID numbers rose in late
November, preschool closed during December and
January. However, the learning didn’t stop while the
students were at home. Parents were provided with
activities, projects, book lists, and songs each week that
they could do with their children. In February, preschool
reopened to in-person learning. Parents were very
happy that their children could go back to preschool,
the students were excited to see their friends and
teachers, and the teachers were thrilled to welcome the
students back to preschool. Lots of learning and growing
happened during the months of February through May.

Salem Preschool’s ministry has touched many children
and their families with God’s love and care in the New
Brighton area for over 50 years. We praise God for the
good work He is doing through this important ministry,
even through this challenging year!

FOCUS VBS 2021
Children’s Ministry re-entered in-person ministry this
summer with a bang! Focus Vacation Bible School took
place in June and we welcomed our students back with
great anticipation for what God was going to do. In His
typical fashion, He outdid Himself. We had an incredible
week of ministry with almost 100 students, and over 20
volunteers (both youth and adults). Students FOCUSED on
how they can see God each and every day, how sometimes
we can’t always see the big picture but when we focus on
God, He brings the whole picture together.

VBS Missions
The missions goal for VBS this year was
to support the ministry of Joni & Friends.
Joni & Friends is an organization that
works with students and families who
are affected by disabilities. During
FOCUS we took time to learn about
the organization Joni & Friends, to
increase awareness and understanding
of different disabilities, and to create
resources to support students with
disabilities. Fundraising through FOCUS
brought in almost $1,500 to support
the ministry of Joni & Friends. These
generous gifts will provide resources,
partners, and support to the Joni &
Friends Family Retreat this August.
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Special Family Events
Family Devotional Giveaway
During a time where we were unable to connect in
person with our families, another major highlight for our
staff was the personal delivery of devotional books to
our families. Salem Children and Family Ministry made
the decision to gift each of our Salem families with a
copy of Jesus Calling Family Devotional by Sarah Young.
The joy of making those deliveries and seeing the smiles
on the kiddos' faces through the screen doors as they
showed off their new Christmas favorites and gave
updates on their lives, was fuel for our souls. It was just
what we needed to make the chilled winter months a
little bit warmer.

Congregational Care
Like other areas of ministry for Salem, the key word in
the area of congregational care was connectedness
this past year. Many members of our community
experienced severe limitations of social interaction. To
stay connected was a challenge on many levels. I am
amazed at how dedicated several in our congregation
were in doing their best to “keep tabs” on those more
vulnerable due to isolation.
One of the efforts in this area of
ministry was the publication of
a collection of writings with
devotional and inspirational
objectives. This publication was
mailed out to all of our homebound people. Second, with
Daily Musings
the help of many volunteers,
Devotional Readings
Collected by Dan Bergstrom
flowering plants were delivered
to our shut-ins. During the spring,
geranium plants were delivered and in December
poinsettia plants were also delivered. These were
greatly appreciated and brought a little of Mother
Nature into their homes.
Of course, illnesses and hospitalizations continued.
The telephone became a prime source of offering
pastoral care to many.

O Fer Fun
February brought a new twist on an old favorite. Salem
hosted our 3rd annual O Fer Fun event this year, moving
the event to a Saturday afternoon filled with outdoor
winter fun, including Chick-Fil-A, sledding, relays, carnival
games, hot chocolate, smores, and time together as a
community. Over 200 people joined us for this incredible
afternoon of playing together. The work of several staff
and ministry teams made this incredible event possible.
It was a great way for us to come together safely, despite
the restrictions of the pandemic.

Bingo Nights
Part of the challenge and joy of the
COVID-19 season of life was finding
new ways to connect with one
another. One of our most fun
discoveries was BINGO NIGHT!
Salem hosted three BINGO events
online via Zoom this year
(December, January, and February). Each event was
seasonally-themed and filled with laughter as Shelli
Streeper and Hannah Jacobson shared Scripture and
called BINGO throughout the evening.

14

Many folks offered feedback that the streaming and
recording of our services was so very helpful. This
decision by the congregational leadership gave a
tangible way for many to remotely worship and stay
connected with their church.

Lenten Devotional
Our Easter Season as a community was made richer
through the work of many congregation members who
wrote a daily devotional, A Time or Growth, that followed
the Lectionary readings for
r A Time for Growth
Lent.
Devotions for the Season of Lent 2021

Salem Covenant Church

Each devotion included a
reflection on the Scripture
passage and offered a prayer.
It was wonderful that in a time
of not seeing each other much,
we got to hear from each other
so powerfully.

Youth Ministry
Middle School and High School
Youth Groups
This past year, we had the opportunity to meet in person
for Youth Group on Wednesday evenings with both our
Middle School students and our High School students!
It was such a blessing to be in person, learning and
growing in our faith together. In addition, online options
were available for those who weren't yet ready to join us
in person.

Confirmation
This past year was a unique year for our Confirmation
students and leaders! We shifted our Confirmation
program to an online format for all three classes. The
students were able to engage with the lessons via Zoom
as they learned about the Old Testament, the New
Testament, and about how they can apply their faith
to their lives. In addition, we were able to hold two
Confirmation services this year! The first service was in
the fall as we were finally able to celebrate the
Confirmation Class of 2020. This past spring, we had the
opportunity to celebrate the Confirmation Class of 2021.
We look forward to regathering in person this fall for our
Confirmation classes.

MEA and One Life
Covenant Pines Retreats
Though there were many changes that had to be made
this past year, Covenant Pines Bible Camp was still able
to offer several high school youth retreats. Salem high
school students were able to head up to camp for several
weekends of fun, connection, and opportunities to grow
in their faith.

Young Adult (YAC) Bible Studies
Starting in january, the young adults were able to gather
again. We had opportunities to grow in our faith and
reconnect after time away from each other. This spring,
we studed the books of Ezekiel and Hebrews.
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Adult Ministries
Adult Sunday School
An amazing line-up of speakers was offered by the
resourceful Adult Sunday School Ministry Team. Doing
class in the Sanctuary using the streaming equipment
allowed people to participate who were both in-person
and online. When the COVID surge happened around
the holidays, the team helped speakers adapt to videoonly classes. It was a wonderful year, full of insight into
Scripture and invitations to think biblically about our
world.

Faith 20/20
During the pandemic shutdown, Faith 20/20 pivoted to
a virtual format, which was a success. Well-constructed
content opened the door for discussion, ongoing
conversations, and community building despite the
fact that we could not meet together physically. Topics
included liberation theologies, intersections of faith
and history, wage theft, meditations on the intersection
between Lent and art, grief and loss, Christian
Nationalism, and more. A faithful core community
returned weekly to make the sessions a point of
connection for many during these isolating months.

Senior Fellowship
The Senior Fellowship
Ministry pivoted from
theirregular gathering on
Fridays to reach out to
their participants by
creating gift bags full of
wonderful goodies for the
holiday season. The team
worked hard and ended
up delivering the gifts all
across the Metro Area. It
was a touch of love for
some of the people in our
congregation who were the
most isolated by the pandemic

Small Groups
Virtual small groups were launched in January and
February. Eight groups were offered on a variety of topics
that included Bible Art Journaling, race relations, Alpha,
a Bible study in Matthew, a couple of book studies, and
a marriage group. It was a great season with chances to
connect on screens and learn from one another.
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Dinner Cruise
The Connecting Ministries Team pulled together a
wonderful night of boating and dinner in June. We
boarded our chartered cruise boat in Stillwater and
got great views of the river, ate a lovely taco feast, and
visited together as the Salem Family. It was a time of
leisurely connection that felt rare and precious.

Outreach Ministries
Despite the 15-month COVID pandemic, Salem members
stayed committed to learning about and serving their
neighbors and community in ways that felt safe and
meaningful to them. Many folks participated in the
monthly Zoom calls with Salem-supported ministry
partners and worldwide missionaries, many continued
their regular service commitments in the community,
and some chose to serve from home in ways that felt
safe to them. It was such a gift to see Salem continue to
see and help others through these hard times in such
meaningful and practical ways.

Service Opportunities
Each and every Tuesday, faithful Salem members served
at Manna Market Food Pantry by sorting and preparing
grocery packs for families. Salem’s Loaves and Fishes
teams fulfilled their monthly commitment of meal
preparation and serving and even picked up another
7-month serving shift.
The congregation safely engaged in a variety of service
opportunities right from their homes that involved
creating hygiene kits for Union Gospel Mission, Kitchen
Packs for Bridging, and collecting mobility devices
for Joni & Friends. Many new service and outreach
opportunities sprang up through Living Hope Ministries,
Sanctuary Covenant Church, and Compassion Connect
Clinic.
May all of you be blessed for the love and care you
showed to others this past year.

Alaska Christian College (ACC)
Mission Trip
After having to cancel last year’s mission trip to Alaska
Christian College (ACC), we are grateful that most of
2020’s ACC Team was able to
serve on the 2021 ACC Team.
In June, Salem sent eight
team members that served
in a variety of ways like
installing a new boiler on
campus, felling trees, many
remodeling projects and
even sewing! A team
highlight was building
relationships with the five
ACC student ambassadors.
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Compassion Clinic

Salem partnered with three other churches (Grace Point,
Faith Christian Reformed, and St. John the Baptist
Catholic) and the New Brighton Public Safety Department
to host a community-wide medical and dental clinic on
June 19.
This endeavor took months of planning, strategic
partnership, 150 volunteers, and many, many prayers.
God blessed this first-time clinic by supplying all the
volunteers we needed to serve over 100 guests. We had
medical and dental professionals, chiropractors, eye
doctors, hairstylists, footcare nurses, prayer leaders,
childcare workers, registration hosts and greeters,
and clinic guides. Praise God that our New Brighton
community and each of our guests experienced the
love of Jesus and the power of serving with Christcentered oneness.
May God continue to show us how best to love and serve
our neighbors, community, and world.
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Vital Signs at Salem 2020-2021
Membership on July 1, 2020
Members received
Members transferred or resigned
Members lost through death

Membership on June 30, 2021

Michael and Joan Petersen
Stephen and Cherylyn Samu
Linda Wiens

Gary and Dianne Goolsbee
Paul and Linnae Wagner
Linda Depe

20 Members Passed on to Their Eternal Home
Frances Decker
Mary Maxton
Bonnie Elkerton
Michael Depe
Mae Anderson
Gwen Ivancie
Lora Anderson

Bruce LeVahn
Irvin Cross
Bernice Wall
Roger Berglund
Marilyn Tengvall
Elyce Arvidson
Joyce Larson

Blossom Gullickson
Lynn Rood
David Cook
Kathleen Frisk
Wayne Northcott
Grace Lorenson
Doris Dowling

Sunday Worship Average Attendance
Traditional

				

July 2020
August		
September
October
November
December
January 2021
February
March		
April		
May
June

931

5 People Asked that their
Membership be Removed

5 New Members

Contemporary

246			
185
258			
137
385			
299
361			
260
362			
196
439			
200			
342			
191
290			
192
276			
182
363			
135
307			159
220			179

952
5
5
21

3 Children Born
Azariah Osademwingié Uwadiae
Adalind Saathof
Lucy Jo Bjugstad

3 People Baptized
Reese Elizabeth Bjorklund
Kyra Hoppe
Zane Jacob Van Guilder

17 Students Confirmed
November 1, 2020
Reese Bjorklund
Noah Crone
Rosalie Dobrovolny
Ashley Griffin
Caleb Hill
Ella Mevissen
Nicholas Moeller
Katie Toensing
April 25, 2021:
Elijah Burton
Aryn Gill
Kyra Hoppe
Easton Pearson
Greyson Rhodes
Sarah Rood
Miles Smith
Zane Van Guilder
Nils Wenell

3 Couples United
in Marriage
Tommy and Shelia Parrott
Bruce and Gayle Dreon
Jared and Kelli Kaul

During this unusual season of ministry due to the pandemic, it has been difficult to measure attendance figures. What
you see above contains the monthly average of livestream views of our worship services, as well as in-person attendance
numbers during months in which that took place. It is worth noting that the number of livestream views does not inform
us as to how many people were present as a worship service was being viewed. Each view indicates that at least one
person was viewing. Actual attendance figures are likely higher, given that in many cases there was more than one person
viewing the livestreamed service.
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Thank You and Hello

Salem saw several changes to staff as we thanked those who have served and
welcomed new staff.
We are so thankful for our staff and for the flexibility and creativity that was exhibited during this past year—working from
home, working in the church building, meeting via Zoom, and holding socially-distanced meetings to continue to lead the
ministry of Salem. Ministry may have looked different, but there were many wonderful ministries happening.
In February, we said goodbye to Heather Brumbaugh, Executive Assistant, as she took on a new role with the Minnesota
Department of Education. We are so thankful for all that Heather did in managing the office and overseeing our
communication needs. Her creative thinking, willingness to try new things, and can-do spirit were gifts to Salem.
We also had the privilege of welcoming Zach Lundberg to our staff as the Multimedia Director. Bringing his expertise in
video and audio production and with the assistance of many volunteers, Zach has helped Salem to launch livestreaming
of our worship services. This is a resource to the Salem community and to many people online. We look forward to the
continuing impact this ministry will have as we seek to reach more people for Christ.

“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord
and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.
They are like trees planted along a riverbank,
with roots that reach deep into the water.
Such trees are not bothered by the heat
or worried by long months of drought.
Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit.”
Jeremiah 17: 7-8

In December 2020, Salem recognized the 50th anniversary of our congregation in our current building in New Brighton.
We celebrated this milestone with gratitude and hope and invited all at Salem to mark the occasion by supporting the
50/50 Giving Initiative from Thanksgiving through Christmas. The 50/50 Giving Initiative was an opportunity to be the
hands and feet of Jesus by addressing desperate needs in our local community and world, offering support to Covenant
ministry partners struggling in this difficult season, and accomplishing a building improvement project that will improve
our ability to attract and serve the children and families God is calling us to reach with the Good News of God’s love.
We set out with a goal of $100,000 and Salem accomplished a milestone way beyond! Our congregation raised over
$159,360 for this special year-end giving initiative. This translates into $79,680 in financial support going to our three
ministry partners. How wonderful and amazing to bless these partners!
• $26,560 to Ralph Reeder Food Shelf in our own community to provide
food and help feed our hungry neighbors.
• $26,560 to Covenant Pines Bible Camp to enable this crucial ministry
to plan for an impactful 2021 ministry season and help campers take
a next step in their Christian faith.
• $26,560 to Covenant World Relief and Development to offer life-saving
support to those most in need in our world.
The other $79,680 will help Salem move forward with a remodel of our lower-level bathrooms. A clean, safe, and
refreshed space will serve our children, families, and guests well into the future. This bathroom remodeling project is
scheduled for July/August 2021.
Through the incredible generosity of our congregation, many lives will be positively impacted and we are so grateful for
the opportunity to bless these ministry partners and be a part of the great work God is doing here and around the world.
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In June 2016, the Salem Legacy Fund was established. This fund
is for undesignated estate gifts received by Salem that will support
strategic initiatives, special one-time projects, and certain mission
work that is typically outside the scope of the general operating
budget. Gifts to the Legacy Fund are intended to be used within
a five-year period.
Here is a summary of the activity in the Legacy Fund during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2021:
Balance in Legacy Fund as of June 30, 2020			
$539,409
Gifts made to the Legacy Fund during this fiscal year
27,282
Interest earned on CD with National Covenant Properties
5,017
* Expenditures
(88,940)
Balance in Legacy Fund as of June 30, 2021

$482,768

*Expenditures include worship space equipment upgrades, livestream production costs,
technology upgrades, and campaign consultant fees.

The Salem Legacy Society has been created to
recognize members and friends of Salem who have
named Salem in their will/estate plans, as well as
those who have given Estate gifts in the past.

The following people have included Salem in their will/estate plans*:
David & June Abrahamson
Randy & Margaret Beahrs
Jey & Heidi Carlson
Wayne & Pam Carlson

Emily & John Douglass
Bob & Marcy Grant
Gerral & Mary Ann Herringer
Paul & Carol Moen

Sue Poston
Gwen Turnquist
Jane & Glen Wiberg
Other Anonymous Donors

*This list is based on names who have notified the Salem Finance Office of their estate plans. If you have named Salem in your will and
wish to be recognized as a member of the Salem Legacy Society, please contact the Finance Office.

The following saints gave Estate gifts to Salem over the past 20 years**:
Lloyd Anderson
Lora & Stanley Anderson
Mae & Donald Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Philip & Irene Anderson
Orville & Alpha Bjorklund
David Borgstrom
Frances Carlson
E.A. Wallace & Hildur Carlson
Lorraine Colberg

Frances Decker
Richard & Joan Ernst
Elizabeth Forslund
Harry & Dolores Hummel
Joan Jacobson
Curtiss & Lorraine Johnson
Harriet Johnson
Irene Johnson
Belva Kjellberg
Evelyn Larson

Howard & Joyce Larson
Barbara Lattimer
Frances LeClair
Bruce & Noreen LeVahn
Elizabeth Lundeen
Myrtle Manske
Kristine Matson
Thomas McMullen
Bernice Peterson
Russell Peterson

V. Laurie & Ardis Peterson
Myron Setzler
Richard & Marlys Sjoblom
Coralmae Stenstrom
Evelyn Strand
Alpha Strandine
Irma Tufvander
Lois Weeldreyer
Evelyn White
Helen Wiberg
Other Anonymous Donors

**Please note that these names were accumulated based on review of records for the past 20 years (as far
back as record keeping would allow). If you know of a name that should be on this list, please contact the Finance Office.
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Please contact Marcy Toensing, Salem Business Administrator (mtoensing@salem-covenant.church or 651-288-3350) with questions.
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2655 Fifth Street NW, New Brighton, MN 55112
651-633-9615 | salem-covenant.church
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